Camp DREAM
The DREAM Program'’s Solution

The mission of Camp DREAM is to offer subsidized, quality camping experiences to
children from disadvantaged circumstances in Vermont, and to build amongst them a sense
of caring for community, environment and self.

DREAM is in a unique position to offer summer camp to these children:

v Summer time is disconnected from the rest of the
year, and leaves the children stranded in an
unhealthy environment. Camp DREAM will
provide programmatic continuity from the school-
vear. Due to the relationships established and the
open communication that has formed between the
families and the mentors, we will we will be able

to reach 100% of these children.

V' There is a high dropout rate among current camp referrals as well
as feelings of alienation from being referred to different camps every
year. Camp DREAM will fill staff roles with DREAM mentors who are
well known and loved by the children and families. We understand the
needs of our children and will be a constant presence in their lives.

v Transportation is a severely limiting
factor for rural Vermonters in poverty,
especially with referral agencies placing children from one
community in many different camps. Camp DREAM targets
specific housing developments, and will have a free
transportation service to and from its facility for each of the
camp periods.

V' Cost of camp is the most prohibitive factor for children from
these communities. With a small commitment fee on behalf
of the parents, Camp DREAM will be a free camping
experience for all children in the DREAM program.

There is no other program in Vermont that works specifically with low-income housing
developments, and their very distinct circumstances and issues. As such, DREAM is in a
unique position to succeed in offering quality summer intervention where current systems
have failed.

DREAM is ideally positioned to transform the summer experiences of hundreds of children.



